Second Paper

   Freud and Nietzsche on Self-Knowledge           
Due: 04.19.07

On the temple of Apollo at Delphi were inscribed these words: “Know Thyself.” Was it cruel for a god to demand self-knowledge of us, or was the god of healing instead showing us the way to spiritual health? What, in other words, is the value of self-knowledge? Write a 16–20 page paper that answers this question by, first, examining the answers given to it by Nietzsche and Freud, and then adducing your own answer. This answer should draw lessons from your examination of these philosophers.

You have written your first paper in order to decide whether self-knowledge was the goal of Nietzsche’s philosophy. This first paper will now become the first half of a second paper. Thus begin by incorporating my corrections to your first paper. It is imperative that you make these changes and learn from them. Try not to make the same mistakes as you write the second half. Along with your second paper, you will submit the version of the first paper that bears my corrections. Checking your second paper against the original of the first, I can ensure both that you have made the requested changes and that you have avoided them the second time around.
Your Freud section will of course be new and I will be looking to see a higher level of sophistication in it, since we have now been discussing these questions for three months. As we moved through Freud’s treatises, I often hinted at the importance of specific points to the question of self-knowledge in Freudian psychoanalysis. Now is the time to collect those points into a synthesis of Freud on self-knowledge. As before with Nietzsche, so too with Freud: work with specific passages, whether by citation or quotation. Avoid using class-notes as a crutch. Also as before with Nietzsche, your section on Freud must first determine what the self is—if not also what knowledge is—before it can decide what self-knowledge is, let alone assess its value.
Be sure to rewrite your introduction, this time forecasting the treatment of Freud, as well as Nietzsche, not to mention your own conclusion. This conclusion will require at least two pages, distilling as it will the lessons of the philosophers, resolving any tensions in contrary lessons, and defending your own view against possible objections. Roughly speaking, then, the paper should have the following structure: one-page introduction,  eight-page section on Nietzsche, one-page transition, eight-page section on Freud, and a two-page conclusion. These figures will of course vary, depending on many things: the relative importance you assign to the philosophers, the ease of your transition, the fecundity of your own conclusion, etc.
It never hurts to review Weston, as well as Strunk & White. Writing well is among the most difficult of tasks, and we should always strive to improve. Even masterful writers review Strunk & White, the way concert pianists still practice with scales. The specifications for this paper remain the same, except of course for the length: 16–20 pages, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, 12-point font. If your paper falls short of sixteen pages, something has gone wrong; there is simply too much to say about this topic to fit in so narrow a compass. If your paper exceeds twenty pages, it can no doubt profit from being edited down. Please do so.
