NIETZSCHE & FREUD
Duquesne PHIL 451/351, Spring 2010
Final Exam
This exam has two essay questions. Each question should occupy about half the exam period (thus, one hour each). Choose one question from between 1 and 2, and a second question from between 3 and 4. In other words, there are four possible combinations: 1 & 3, 1 & 4, 2 & 3, and 2 & 4. No other combinations are acceptable. Write your answers legibly in the exam booklets provided.

First, choose one between:

1. Groundless guilt is a danger of human life, a pathology particularly common in the Victorian culture of Nietzsche and Freud. They diagnosed it differently, however. Provide their competing theories of its origins, and assess their relative merits. Where there are differences between the two philosophers on this score, present objections to each in order to decide in favor of one philosopher over the other. Does the declining importance of guilt in our culture argue for or against these philosophers?

or
2. Narcissism is another danger of human life, one that afflicts more and more in our own time and culture. Nietzsche does not have a theory of this danger to match his theory of guilt. Why not? Did he approve of narcissism? Freud clearly did not, and he reconfigured his psychological theory in order to explain it. What was his explanation? How sound is it? Does our growing epidemic of narcissism argue for or against Freud’s theory? How does this epidemic affect your assessment of Nietzsche’s psychology?

Then, choose one between:

3. What is the role of reason for Nietzsche and Freud? Reason comes in many guises: logic, science, philosophy, morality, practical mastery of the passions and appetites. Evaluate each with first Nietzschean and then Freudian considerations. How does reason arise, how does it function, and how does it contribute to the best life or detract from it? Where there are differences between the two philosophers on this score, present objections to each in order to decide in favor of one philosopher over the other.

or

4. God and religion come under heavy fire from both Nietzsche and Freud. What are their critiques of religion: how are they similar, and how are they different? Which one threatens religion most seriously? How might the religious person—especially the Catholic—reply to this most serious of the intellectual threats against his religion?
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