Second Paper


       Freud on Self-Knowledge


Due: 04.15.10
In your first paper you examined Nietzsche’s ambivalence about self-knowledge. This examination, properly pursued, required you to investigate his views on both the self and knowledge. In this, your second paper, you will examine Freud’s parallel pursuit of self-knowledge. As before, this examination will require you to investigate the philosopher’s views on both self and knowledge. You should aim to answer two questions: who are we, according to Freud, and how do we come to know this self? Although they appear to be separate questions initially, ultimately you may find them to have the same answer.
Faced with patients whose lives had become a mystery, even to themselves, Freud probed their thoughts and feelings, desires and beliefs, memories and fantasies. By coming to know themselves, he assumed, they might recover from their debilitating symptoms. In his own way, then, Freud sought to heed the inscription on the temple of Apollo at Delphi, Know Thyself. Like Nietzsche before him, however, he discovered how difficult this was. In his own way, Freud too learned how cruel it would have been for a god to demand self-knowledge of us. With this cruelty in mind, here is another way of framing the above questions: what obstructs you from knowing yourself, can these obstructions be surmounted, and what is the self you find if you succeed? 
Your primary goal is to present Freud’s answers to these questions, accompanying your presentation with ample evidence from the writings we have read in this course. But as a secondary goal, you should also subject these Freudian answers to criticism whenever appropriate. Your objections can come from Nietzsche, or from our classroom discussions, or from your own meditation on these subjects. In any case, make sure that any objections are precise and forceful. Do they challenge the truth of a premise or the validity of an argument? An excellent paper must assess not only Freud’s answers to these questions, but whether these answers are sound.
Helpful guidelines to writing philosophy papers are still available in Weston’s A Rulebook for Arguments. Helpful guidelines to writing English well are still available in Strunk & White’s The Elements of Style. I still expect good philosophical writing, as well as a thoughtful answer to the philosophical question at hand. There will still be as little indulgence for poor prose as there will be for superficial interpretation, sloppy argumentation, or inadequate documentation.
Specifications: 8–10 pages, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, 12-point font.

