Midterm Exam

           Nietzsche & Freud


     02.25.10

In the examination booklets provided, and without consulting any notes, write two essays, addressing two of the following three questions (your choice):

1. Nietzsche began and ended his philosophical career by exalting tragedy and vilifying Socrates. According to Nietzsche, what is tragedy, why does it justify existence, and how has Socrates threatened this justification?

2. Philosophers have typically been proud of human consciousness, rationality, and language, celebrating all three as the best endowments of our nature. Why does Nietzsche, by contrast, denigrate them?  

3. Are you free? Philosophers from Augustine through Kant have thought so. Why does Nietzsche reject their doctrine of free-will? For him, freedom is not an endowment but an accomplishment: individuality. What are the obstacles to this rare accomplishment?

