Midterm Exam Study Guide

           Nietzsche & Freud


     02.25.10
The midterm exam will ask you to write two essays, answering two questions which the professor will choose from the following list. It is thus prudent to come to the exam prepared to answer each of them. The exam will be closed-book, essays will be written in blue-books provided by the professor, and you should devote a little more than half-an-hour to each answer.
1. Nietzsche began and ended his philosophical career by exalting tragedy and vilifying Socrates. According to Nietzsche, what is tragedy, why does it justify existence, and how has Socrates threatened this justification?

2. What is Nietzsche’s assessment of the following traditional doctrines: (i) that there are things, (ii) that they endure, (iii) that some are equal, (iv) that they are all purposefully ordered, (vi) that their ultimate purpose lies outside this world?
3. Philosophers have typically been proud of human consciousness, rationality, and language, celebrating all three as the best endowments of our nature. Why does Nietzsche, by contrast, denigrate them?  
4. Are you free? Philosophers from Augustine through Kant have thought so. Why does Nietzsche reject their doctrine of free-will? For him, freedom is not an endowment but an accomplishment: individuality. What are the obstacles to this rare accomplishment?
5. Joy craves deep eternity, yet greedy time exacts from us everything we enjoy. Wishing to preserve what we love, we discover time is inexorable. Frustrated, our will turns against itself. Explain why this happens, and the redemption Nietzsche proposes from it.
6. We are cruel, according to Nietzsche, whether we admit it or not. Until recently, humans inflicted cruel and unusual punishments on one another. Why have we stopped? Most consider this change an improvement; Nietzsche, a symptom of decline. Why?   
7. Typically, when we assess a philosophy, the character of the philosopher is considered irrelevant. Indeed, adducing it is typically denounced as the ad hominem fallacy. Yet Nietzsche constantly discusses philosophers’ characters. Why must he?  
. 

8. Nietzsche interprets scientific ‘truths,’ along with others, as but interpretations, from a particular perspective, animated by a peculiar will to power. How does he embellish this interpretation with scientific ‘truths’ about atoms and survival of the fittest?
9. Religion and morality are supposed to provide our lives meaning and structure. Despite these promises, Nietzsche harshly criticizes both. Why? Does his critique condemn us to meaningless and chaotic lives? If not, how does it avoid contradicting itself?
10. Explain Nietzsche’s complex, ambiguous, and very controversial views about two of the following topics: (a) Jews, (b) slaves, (c) war, (d) democracy, (e) women, (f) sex, (g) marriage. Show how the two views you have chosen are related. Are they true?
