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AUGUSTINE AND THE ANCIENTS
Choose one Treatise Question and one Comparative Question. You have two hours to write the whole exam, and may divide your time between these questions as you see fit. 
Treatise Questions:

Choose one:

1. De Libero Arbitrio tries to solve the problem of evil. As if granting that apparent evil is in fact evil, Augustine reconciles it with the goodness and power of God by introducing free will. But in the same treatise, as well as others (Confessions, especially Book 7), he dismisses the appearance of evil as merely that, an appearance. In fact, he argues, there is no real evil. What is his argument for this claim? How well do these solutions cohere with one another? Both solutions are borrowed, as we have seen, from Plotinus. How did Plotinus deal similarly with the appearance of evil in a cosmos underwritten wholly by the Good? Was his effort any more or less coherent? Does Augustine add any innovations to this effort?  
2. Toward the beginning of the third book of De Libero Arbitrio, Augustine notices an apparent tension between his doctrines of God’s omniscience, on the one hand, and human freedom, on the other. How does he resolve this tension here? How adequate is this resolution? In what ways does his discussion of time in Confessions supplement it? Like most philosophical resolutions, this one seems to introduce new tensions. What are they, and how might they in turn be resolved? Taking stock of the entire problem, are the philosophical costs of reconciling God’s omniscience with human freedom too high?
Continued on the next side…

Comparative Questions:
Choose one:

3. Augustine consummates—but also ruptures—a tradition of philosophical mysticism, Greek efforts to achieve union with the divine. Present the inception of this tradition with Parmenides, and then show how it emerged transformed in the thought of Plato, Aristotle, and Plotinus. Finally, discuss the mystical passages of Confessions (7.10, 7.17 and 9.10). How does Augustine’s mysticism resemble that of his Greek predecessors, and yet how does it differ? How, in sum, does he begin a new tradition of philosophical mysticism? 

4. Augustine consummates—but also ruptures—a tradition of philosophical self-knowledge. Present the inception of this tradition with Parmenides, and then show how it emerged transformed but essentially intact in the thought of Plato, Aristotle, and Plotinus. Finally, discuss Augustine’s efforts to know himself, especially in Confessions. How does his inquiry follow the route traced by Parmenides, but how does it also depart from that route? How, in sum, does it begin a new tradition of philosophical self-knowledge? 
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