Logic Assignment






        Due: 1.22.07
Augustine and the Ancients
Write a short report that shows in the excerpts of Plato or Aristotle assigned for this course instances of twenty of the logical terms listed below:
	necessary and sufficient  conditions

consistency

contradiction

contraries

conditional statements

antecedent

consequent

iff
	assertion

argument

premise

conclusion

deduction

validity

sound argument

affirming the antecedent

denying the consequent
	denying the antecedent

affirming the consequent

equivocation

non sequitur

formal fallacy

begging the question

circular argument

counterexample




For each of the twenty terms that you choose: (i) name and describe it in your own words; (ii) quote and cite a passage from Plato or Aristotle that you think exemplifies the term; and (iii) explain why the passage exemplifies the term. Here is a model answer that covers three terms:
1,2,3. Conditional statement, antecedent, consequent: (i) a conditional statement is a statement, e.g., “if p, then q,” such that the truth of one clause (the antecedent: p in this case) is sufficient for the truth of the other (the consequent: q in this case). The antecedent need not come first, as in “q if p.” (ii) Here is an example of a conditional statement, with its antecedent and consequent, from the Presocratic philosopher Melissus: “if it came to be, it is necessary that before it came to be it was nothing” (fr. 1). (iii) This is a statement of the form “if p, then q,” although the ‘then’ is missing, as sometimes happens in English. P is “it came to be,” and q is “before it came to be it was nothing.” The truth of “It came to be” is sufficient for the truth of “before it came to be it was nothing.”
Explanations of each of the listed terms can be found in Warburton’s Thinking from A to Z. Although Warburton does write clearly, some of these terms can be difficult to master if you are encountering them for the first time. Thus, if you are having trouble understanding any of them, please consult me in office hours before attempting this assignment.
