Midterm Exam







02.14.07

AUGUSTINE AND THE ANCIENTS
Write an essay on one of the following topics:

1. What are Plato’s arguments—in Meno and Phaedo—that whatever knowledge we have in this life was not learned here but remembered from our existence before this life? By contrast, what reasons lead Aristotle to write of our active intellect, “[when it is separated] we do not remember” (430a23)? Do we or do we not remember when we are disembodied? To which view does Plotinus more closely subscribe? Present his view and his arguments for it.

2. What did Empedocles think about the fall of the soul into a body, its transmigration from body to body, and its final escape from embodiment altogether? How, in Symposium and Phaedrus, does Plato recast these Empedoclean doctrines of descent and ascent? Much later, in turn, how does Plotinus recast this Platonic version of the rise and fall of the soul? Why do souls descend from The Soul into Nature? How consistent is this account? And how may souls return after they have tarried below? 

