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Office Hours.........................MW 2:30–4:00
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	Texts

Against the Academicians and The Teacher (Hackett)

On Free Choice of the Will (Hackett)

The Essential Augustine (Hackett)

Confessions (Hackett)

The Cambridge Companion to Augustine
Introductory Readings in Ancient Greek and Roman Philosophy (Hackett)

The Essential Plotinus (Hackett)

Cicero: On Academic Scepticism (Hackett)

Thinking from A to Z, 2nd edition (Routledge)



	Evaluation

Logic Assignment……...........………….10%

Midterm Exam…………...............……..20%

Term Paper......………….....……........…40%

Comprehensive Final Exam...….........….30%


	Important Dates

Logic Assignment……………………….01/22
Midterm Exam…………………………..02/14
Term Paper………..…………….…….....04/23
Comprehensive Final Exam……………..05/02



Course Description
Augustine compared his pagan predecessors to the Egyptians, himself to the people of Israel during the Exodus. Just as the Israelites claimed Egyptian treasures when they escaped their bondage, so too did Augustine pillage the philosophical treasures of a pagan world he tried to abandon. He wrote: “Any statements by those who are called philosophers, especially the Platonists, which happen to be true and consistent with our faith should not cause alarm, but be claimed for our own use, as it were from owners who have no right to them.” In this course we shall consider Augustine’s appropriation and repudiation of the ancients. 

After a substantial review of their philosophies—especially the Platonism of Plotinus and the Skepticism presented by Cicero—we shall examine Augustine’s Catholic adaptations. Two philosophical topics to which we shall devote special attention are knowledge and the human self, specifically the freedom of our will. Combined, these topics produce the problem of self-knowledge, which had arguably been the chief goal of pagan philosophy from its inception. If so, Augustine reconfigures that tradition with his Confessions, the first sustained autobiography. Concluding our course with a brisk reading of this remarkable book, we shall evaluate how faithful it remains to the injunction of the pagan oracle: “Know Thyself.”

Course Requirements
Departing from the standard format for a graduate seminar in Philosophy, this course will require a few different modes of work. Easiest of all should be the first, a logic assignment, which asks you to review some terms of basic informal logic (Warburton’s Thinking from A to Z is a good text for this purpose), and then to demonstrate your mastery of these terms by distinguishing their appearance in a Greek philosophical text. There will of course be a term paper. More will be said about it as its due date approaches, but it should focus on a specific passage or theme of Augustine, critically discussing either the way he appropriated an idea from pagan philosophy, the way modern scholars have treated this passage or theme, or both. 
In contrast to the specific discussion expected from a paper, the exams aim to motivate you to achieve a synoptic view of the material we have covered up to their dates. Although exams are currently unpopular in Philosophy, they are the best means by which to foster and evaluate this crucial achievement. As it turns out, furthermore, effective paper-writing is an insufficient condition of success in this profession. Achievement of a synoptic view—of a particular sub-field, to start, but eventually of the whole discipline’s history—will make you a better teacher, a more interesting colleague, and, in the end, a deeper thinker.    

Some Course Policies
As befits graduate and professional education, attendance is expected at each meeting. In light of this expectation, necessary absences should be explained to the teacher, preferably with documentation. Absence will likely jeopardize performance, since the workload required by this course is steady and demanding (an average of 37 pages of reading per class; 1115 for the semester). Since Blackboard will be an important resource for this course, please familiarize yourself with it immediately and consult it a few times per week. There you will find some important announcements and all important course documents. These documents will range from this syllabus, to assignment prompts, to study guides.
In order to receive full consideration, all assignments (including papers) must be submitted at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Once class has begun, submitted work will be penalized by a ‘minus’ for each 24 hours that it is late. Thus, when a paper is due on a Monday, and it is submitted a few minutes after the beginning of class on that day, if it is of B quality it will receive a B-. Submitted 24 hours later, it will receive a C+, and so on until the graded papers are returned to the rest of the class, after which time it will receive no consideration. In short, there will be no Incompletes.

Work will be graded with numerical scores, a system which aspires to make grading maximally transparent. The meanings of these numerical scores are the official prescriptions of the McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal Arts:

93–100…………………..………………….….A..…….…………….…….……….…….superior

90–92……………………………………......…A-….…..……….…….………………...excellent

88–89………………………………......………B+………...……….….……….………very good

83–87………………………………..…....……B………….....………………..………….…good

80–82………………………………………..…B-………...…….……….….……..above average

78–79………………………………......………C+...………….……….…………..….satisfactory

70–77………………………….……...….….…C…………................................................average

60–69…………………………………………..D…….….……...……………………………poor

0–59…………………………...……….………F………………….………………….. ..….failure

The same system will be used for undergraduate and graduate students, although graduates will naturally be held to a higher standard. Moreover, since graduates are seeking professional training, and our particular profession is extremely competitive, success in it requires excellent or superior work. It is not expected that more than a few students will be working at this level yet, but everyone should nonetheless be striving for it over the long term. It is expected that graduate students in philosophy do good work in all their courses, with excellent work in some, and a trend toward excellence overall in the program. Although C and C+ have been designated ‘average’ and ‘satisfactory’ by McAnulty, consistent work at this level (or lower, needless to say) should give pause, provoking reconsideration of goals and discussion with a faculty advisor.

There is no way to apply universal standards to different sorts of assignments, least of all for graduate work, but since papers are paramount at this level, let us say a few words about their standards in particular, with the proviso that more will be said as their due date approaches. Work in the A range could, with minor revision, receive consideration—though not necessarily be published—by a peer-reviewed journal such as the Journal of the History of Philosophy. B-range work is competent for a graduate seminar but of insufficient quality to be considered for review by such a journal, for any number of reasons. C-range work, finally, is incompetent for a graduate seminar, even if it might be satisfactory for an upper-level undergraduate course. While I am eager to promote students who earn A’s in my courses, I cannot write a letter of recommendation otherwise. 

Like all forms of lying, plagiarism and cheating are grave offences. This is especially true in a university whose mission involves the pursuit of truth. Since these offences threaten the very foundation of intellectual life, they will be prosecuted to the full extent afforded by this university’s policies. The maximum penalty is expulsion. Any doubts about the natures of these offences or the punishments they will incur can be dispelled by consulting the following website:  http://www.studentlife.duq.edu/handbooksec5.html
Exams missed for any reason beyond those excused by the university’s administration (travel for a university sponsored activity, death in the family, serious illness or accident, etc.) will not be administered again. In order to receive a make-up exam, a student will need to supply the teacher with advance notice of the absence (when possible). Both the College of Liberal Arts and the teacher must receive documentation of the excuse (in all cases).

Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations, if needed. If you need accommodations, please contact the Office of Freshman Development and Special Student Services in 309 Duquesne Union (412-396-6657) as soon as possible. Accommodations will not be granted retrospectively.

	01.08.07

Introduction to Augustine
Presocratic Antecedents

Pythagoras, Reeve & Miller (R&M) 4–7
Xenophanes, R&M 7–9
Parmenides, R&M 12–15
Empedocles, R&M 19–23

15 pages
	01.10.07
Plato: Epistemology & Ontology
Meno (excerpt), R&M 93–98 (80c–86c)
Phaedo (excerpt), R&M 115–21 (73c–84b) 
Symposium (excerpt), R&M 141–47 (201d–212c) 
Republic (excerpt), R&M 188–211 (473d–541b) 
38



	01.15.07

MLK Holiday
	01.17.07
Plato: Psychology, Ethics, Eschatology, & Cosmology

Republic (excerpts), 166–78 (472d–445e), 222–23 (588b–589b), 226–27 (611a–612a)
Phaedrus (excerpt), O’Brien (O’B), 184–89 (246b–250c)

Theaetetus (excerpt), O’B, 191–92 (176a–c)

Timaeus (excerpts), O’B, 200–7 (27c–41a, passim)

Parmenides (excerpt), O’B, 192–200 (137c–142a)

35



	01.22.07
Aristotle

Physics (excerpt), R&M 269–70 (2.3) 

Metaphysics (excerpt), R&M 294–97 (4.2), 299–304 (12.6–9)

De Anima (excerpts), R&M 278–79 (2.1), 283–85 (3.4–5) (or, O’B, 208–12)
Nicomachean Ethics (excerpts), R&M 333–37 (10.6–8)
16
Logic Assignment Due
	01.24.07

Stoicism

Seneca, R&M 403–12

Epictetus, R&M 413–22

Marcus Aurelius, R&M 423–33

30



	01.29.06

Plotinus

Beauty, O’B 33–43

The Intelligence, The Ideas, and Being, O’B 46–57

The Descent of the Soul, O’B 62–70

The Good or the One, O’B 73–88.

44

	01.31.07

Plotinus

The Three Primal Hypostases, O’B 91–104

The Post Primals, O’B 106–8

Virtue O’B 110–17

Dialectic, O’B 119–24.
27


	02.05.07

Plotinus

The Soul, O’B 126–60

Contemplation, O’B 163–75.

46

	02.07.07

Cicero

Lucullus, CB 3–37
34 


	02.12.07

Cicero
Lucullus, CB 37–86

49

	02.14.07

MIDTERM EXAM


	02.19.07

Introduction to Augustine

Against the Academicians
Stump & Kretzmann (S&K) (O’Donnell) 8–25

Peter King (PK), 1–25

41

	02.21.07
Augustine

Against the Academicians

PK 25–52 

S&K (O’Daly) 159–70

41


	02.26.07
Augustine

Against the Academicians

PK, 52–93
41

	02.28.07

Augustine

On Free Choice of the Will

TW, 1–28

S&K (Stump), 124–47
50


SPRING BREAK

	03.12.07

Augustine

On Free Choice of the Will
TW 29–70

VB 183–85
43

	03.14.07

Augustine

On Free Choice of the Will

TW 70–123 

53



	03.19.07

Augustine

The Teacher
PK 94–122 

S&K (Kirwan) 186–204 

46

	03.21.07

Augustine

The Teacher

PK 122–46

24


	03.26.07
Augustine: Faith & Reason

VB 19–42

S&K (Rist) 26–39
S&K (Matthews) 171–86

51
	03.28.07

Augustine: Ontology & Theology
VB 45–66, 98–119
S&K (MacDonald) 71–90
61



	04.02.07
Augustine: Psychology & Eschatology
VB 67–97, 121–48

S&K (Teske) 116–23
S&K (Teske) 148–58

44
	04.04.07

Augustine: Ethics

VB 149–74

S&K (Kent) 205–33
53



	04.09.07 (EASTER MONDAY)

04.10.07 (MAKE-UP CLASS)

Augustine

Confessions, Books 1–6

101
	04.11.07

Augustine

Confessions, Books 7–8

S&K (Mann) 40–48

48



	04.16.07

Augustine

Confessions, Books 9–10
57

	04.18.07

Augustine

Confessions, Book 11
FS: 211–31

S&K (Knuttila) 103–15
32


	04.23.07

Conclusion

Term Paper Due

	


Comprehensive Final Exam: 05.02.07, 1:15–3:15pm 
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