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EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY
Write two essays, one on each of the following questions. The exam will last two hours, and many will allot one hour to each question; but you may divide your time as you like. Please write legibly.

1. Reconstruct Zeno’s paradox of plurality, the argument that concluded “they are so small as to have no size and so large as to be unlimited in size.” Is this argument sound? If so, what must we say about the appearance of plurality? If not, what is the argument’s flaw? Next, reconstruct one of Zeno’s paradoxes of motion—either the Dichotomy or Stadium, the Achilles, or the Flying Arrow. Is this argument sound? If so, what must we say about the appearance of motion? If not, what is this argument’s flaw? Now take the two arguments together. If both are sound, do they reveal some deep feature of the world? If both are flawed, do they exhibit the same flaw? What is this deep feature, or what is this flaw? In either case, what lesson can we draw from Zeno’s paradoxes?

2. Although we treated Democritus weeks before the Sophists, he was in fact their contemporary. Avoiding all speculations about influence, discuss instead the similarities between Atomism and Sophistic philosophy. You should consider at least the following topics: determinism (Gorgias’s Helen), nihilism (Gorgias’s On Nothing), relativism (Protagoras’s “Man is the measure of all things”), skepticism (Protagoras’s religious views), and the theory of justice (Antiphon, Critias, Thucydides, and the Anonymus Iamblichi on nomos and phusis). Amid these many similarities, are there important differences? Did the Sophists have their own philosophy? Or were they just Atomists who learned to convert philosophy into gold?
