McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal Arts

Duquesne University

Early Greek Philosophy
PHIL 528-01

TH 3:00–5:40

College 346
Spring 2007
	Teacher

Dr. P. L. Miller

Office..............................................College 332

Office Hours..............................MW 2:30–4:00
Office Phone……………………412-396-1291

Email Address................millerp2212@duq.edu
Website.........................www.unc.edu/~plmiller

	Texts

McKirahan, Philosophy Before Socrates

Hegel, Lectures on the History of Philosophy, I, Greek Philosophy to Plato

Nietzsche, Philosophy in the Tragic Age of the Greeks, The Pre-Platonic Philosophers

Heidegger, Early Greek Thinking
Long (ed.), (The Cambridge Companion to) Early Greek Philosophy
Reeve (ed.), The Trials of Socrates
Grene and Lattimore (eds.), Greek Tragedies, Volume 1, 2nd edition



	Evaluation

Greek Alphabet Quiz.……………..……...5%

Logic Assignment………………………...5%

Critical Presentation….….......…………..10%

Midterm Exam…………………………..15%

Term Paper.....……..…………….………40%

Comprehensive Final Exam…….……….25%


	Important Dates

Greek Alphabet Quiz…………..………..01/25
Midterm Exam…………………………..02/15
Logic Assignment……………………….03/15

Term Paper………..…………….…….....04/12
Comprehensive Final Exam……..............05/03



Course Description
This course aims to introduce early Greek philosophy: the two centuries between Thales’ prediction of an eclipse (585 BC) and the first dialogues of Plato. The philosopher who marks the end of this period is not Socrates, as the common term “Pre-Socratic” implies, but instead Plato, who forged his own philosophy from the ideas of his remarkable predecessors. Hegel recognized this by devoting the first volume of his lectures on the history of philosophy to the period before Plato; so too did Nietzsche, who treated the period in his own lectures on “The Pre-Platonic Philosophers,” as well as in his early book, “Philosophy in the Tragic Age of the Greeks.” Heidegger, finally, joined the German admiration for this period with several essays and lecture series. Alongside our survey of the early Greek philosophers, then, we shall also consider their appropriation by the Germans. 

Beginning in our first week with some relevant facts of Greek history and mythology, as well as its Asian precedents, we shall divide the remaining weeks as follows: (2) the Milesians (Thales, Anaximander, and Anaximenes); (3) Xenophanes, Pythagoras and his followers; (4) Heraclitus; (5) Parmenides; (6) Midterm Exam; (7) Empedocles and Anaxagoras; (8) the Atomists (Leucippus and Democritus); (9) other Eleatics (Zeno and Melissus); (10) the Physicians (Hippocratics and Diogenes of Apollonia) and Historians (Herodotus and Thucydides); (11) the Sophists (Protagoras, Gorgias, Antiphon, Critias, and the authors of the “Dissoi Logoi” and “Anonymus Iamblichi”); (12) Socrates and the Sophists; and then (13) Socrates alone. 

To discuss Socrates, who wrote nothing, we must read several dialogues of Plato, one of Xenophon, and the notorious comedy of Aristophanes, The Clouds. By contrast, in our final week (14) we shall read three Attic tragedies: “Aeschylus”’s Prometheus Bound, Sophocles’ Oidipous Tyrannos, and Euripides’ Hippolytus. Each in a different way calls into question the optimism of this period’s Enlightenment. After having read the commentaries of modern philosophers who were no less critical of their own period’s Enlightenment, we shall thus conclude by considering the promise and risk of philosophical knowledge, both ancient and modern. 
Course Requirements
Departing from the standard format for a graduate seminar in Philosophy, this course will require several different modes of work. Easiest of all will be the first, the Greek Alphabet Quiz, for which a few hours of memorization will secure a lifetime of comfort with those strange characters that appear so often in philosophical texts by and about the Greeks. Also routine should be the Logic Assignment, which comes later in the semester, and asks you first to review some terms of basic informal logic (Warburton’s Thinking from A to Z is a good text for this purpose), and then to demonstrate your mastery of these terms by distinguishing their appearance in a Greek philosophical text. 
More standard will be a critical presentation. Although there are only about fifteen students in this course, there are twenty occasions to make such a presentation, indicated by the blank lines on the syllabus. You should begin considering your choice as soon as possible, in order to ensure that you receive your preference. Moreover, you should begin researching your topic and discussing it with me. It is highly recommended, but not required, that your term paper be based upon this presentation. More will be said about the paper as its due date approaches, but it should focus on a specific passage or theme of early Greek philosophy, critically discussing either the way this passage or theme was appropriated by the Germans, the way more recent scholars have treated it, or both. 
In contrast to the specific discussions expected in presentations and papers, the exams aim to motivate you to achieve a synoptic view of the material we have covered up to their dates. Although exams are currently unpopular in Philosophy, they are the best means by which to foster and evaluate this crucial achievement. As it turns out, furthermore, effective paper-writing is an insufficient condition of success in this profession. Presentations and facility in basic logic are also important skills; but, above all, achievement of a synoptic view—of a particular sub-field, to start, but eventually of the whole discipline’s history—will make you a better teacher, a more interesting colleague, and, in the end, a deeper thinker.    
Some Course Policies
As befits graduate and professional education, attendance is expected at each meeting. In light of this expectation, necessary absences should be explained, preferably with documentation. Absence will likely jeopardize performance, since the workload required by this course is steady and demanding (an average of 112 pages of reading per week; 1455 for the semester).  Since Blackboard will be an important resource for this course, please familiarize yourself with it and consult it a couple of times per week. There you will find some important announcements and all important course documents. These documents will range from this syllabus, to assignment prompts, to study guides.
In order to receive full consideration, all assignments (including papers) must be submitted at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Once class has begun, submitted work will be penalized by a ‘minus’ for each 24 hours that it is late. Thus, when a paper is due on a Thursday, and it is submitted a few minutes after the beginning of class on that day, if it is of B quality it will receive a B-. Submitted 24 hours later, it will receive a C+, and so on until the graded papers are returned to the rest of the class, after which time it will receive no consideration. In short, there will be no Incompletes.
Work will be graded with numerical scores, a system which aspires to make grading maximally transparent. The meanings of these numerical scores are the official prescriptions of the McAnulty College and Graduate School of Liberal Arts:
93–100…………………..………………….….A..…….…………….…….……….…….superior

90–92……………………………………......…A-….…..……….…….………………...excellent

88–89………………………………......………B+………...……….….……….………very good

83–87………………………………..…....……B………….....………………..………….…good

80–82………………………………………..…B-………...…….……….….……..above average

78–79………………………………......………C+...………….……….…………..….satisfactory

70–77………………………….……...….….…C…………................................................average

60–69…………………………………………..D…….….……...……………………………poor

0–59…………………………...……….………F………………….………………….. ..….failure

Since graduate students are seeking professional training, and our particular profession is extremely competitive, success in it requires excellent or superior work. It is not expected that more than a few students will be working at this level yet, but everyone should nonetheless be striving for it over the long term. It is expected that graduate students in philosophy do good work in all their courses, with excellent work in some, and a trend toward excellence overall in the program. Although C and C+ have been designated ‘average’ and ‘satisfactory’ by McAnulty, consistent work at this level (or lower, needless to say) should give pause, provoking reconsideration of goals and discussion with a faculty advisor.
There is no way to apply universal standards to different sorts of assignments, least of all for graduate work, but since papers are paramount at this level, let us say a few words about their standards in particular, with the proviso that more will be said as their due date approaches. Work in the A range could, with minor revision, receive consideration—though not necessarily be published—by a peer-reviewed journal such as the Journal of the History of Philosophy. B-range work is competent for a graduate seminar but of insufficient quality to be considered for review by such a journal, for any number of reasons. C-range work, finally, is incompetent for a graduate seminar, even if it might be satisfactory for an upper-level undergraduate course. While I am eager to promote students who earn A’s in my courses, I cannot write a letter of recommendation otherwise. 

Like all forms of lying, plagiarism and cheating are grave offences. This is especially true in a university whose mission involves the pursuit of truth. Since these offences threaten the very foundation of intellectual life, they will be prosecuted to the full extent afforded by this university’s policies. The maximum penalty is expulsion. Any doubts about the natures of these offences or the punishments they will incur can be dispelled by consulting the following website:  http://www.studentlife.duq.edu/handbooksec5.html
Students with documented disabilities are entitled to reasonable accommodations, if needed. If you need accommodations, please contact the Office of Freshman Development and Special Student Services in 309 Duquesne Union (412-396-6657) as soon as possible. Accommodations will not be granted retrospectively.
Week 1: Thursday, January 11th
	Topics:

“Presocratic” Philosophy

Greek Mythology

Persian and Greek History

Asian Philosophy

Sources and Transmission


	Readings:

McKirahan, 1–22

Long (Long, Mansfeld), 1–44

Hegel, 149–64
Nietzsche1, 23–38

(Nietzsche2, 3–22)


	Assignments:

94 pages of reading


Week 2: Thursday, January 18th

	Topics:

The Milesians:

     Thales

     Anaximander

     Anaximenes


	Readings:

McKirahan, 23–58, 69–78

Long (Algra), 45–64

Hegel, 165–194

Nietzsche1, 38–50
(Nietzsche2, 23–44)

Heidegger, 13–58


	Assignments:

149 pages of reading
Presentations:
____________________________

Hegel

____________________________

Nietzsche

____________________________
Heidegger



Week 3: Thursday, January 25th
	Topics:

Xenophanes

Pythagoreans:

     Pythagoras

     Philolaus

     Archytas


	Readings:
McKirahan, 59–68, 79–115

Long (Huffman), 66–87 

Hegel, 194–248

(Nietzsche2, 44–52, 131–42)
Miller, email (approx. 20)


	Assignments:

Greek Alphabet Quiz
87 pages of reading
Presentations:

____________________________
Huffman
____________________________

Hegel




Week 4: Thursday, February 1st

	Topic:

Heraclitus


	Readings:

McKirahan, 116–50

Long (Hussey), 88–112

Hegel, 278–98

Nietzsche1, 50–74

(Nietzsche2, 53–74)
Heidegger, 59–78, 102–23

(ERES, Heraclitus)

	Assignments:
142 pages of reading

Presentations:

____________________________

Hussey

____________________________

Nietzsche

____________________________

Heidegger




Week 5: Thursday, February 8th

	Topic:

Parmenides


	Readings:

McKirahan, 151–78

Long (Sedley), 113–25

Hegel, 249–57

Nietzsche1, 69–90
(Nietzsche2, 75–88)

Heidegger, 79–101
	Assignments:
90 pages of reading

Presentations:

____________________________

Sedley

____________________________

Hegel

____________________________

Nietzsche

____________________________

Heidegger




Week 6: Thursday, February 15th
	Midterm Exam




Week 7: Thursday, February 22nd 

	Topics:

Anaxagoras

Empedocles


	Readings:

McKirahan, 196–291

Long (Graham), 159–80

Hegel, 310–50

Nietzsche1, 90–117

(Nietzsche2, 94–119)
(ERES, Anaxagoras)

(ERES, Pericles)


	Assignments:

183 pages of reading

Presentations:

____________________________

Hegel

____________________________

Nietzsche




Week 8: Thursday, March 1st
	Topic:

Atomism:

Leucippus

Democritus

(Epicureanism)


	Readings:

McKirahan, 303–43

Long (Taylor), 181–204

Hegel, 298–310
(Nietzsche2, 120–30)


	Assignments:

75 pages of reading

Presentations:

____________________________

Taylor

____________________________

Hegel




SPRING BREAK

Week 9: Thursday, March 15th
	Topics:

Later Eleatics:

Zeno

Melissus


	Readings:

McKirahan, 179–95, 292–302

Long (Sedley, McKirahan), 126–58

Hegel, 257–78

ERES, Deductive Arguments
(Warburton, Thinking from A to Z)


	Assignments:
Logic Assignment Due
69 pages of reading

Presentations:

__________________________

Hegel

__________________________

Sedley or McKirahan:




Week 10: Thursday, March 22nd
	Topics:

Diogenes of Apollonia

Hippocratics:

Nature of Man
Tradition in Medicine

Historians:

     Herodotus

     Thucydides


	Readings:

McKirahan, 344–52

ERES, The Nature of Man (12) + Tradition in Medicine (17)

ERES, Herodotus (7), Thucydides (23)

Long (Vegetti), 271–89


	Assignments:

Term Paper Proposal Due
84 pages of reading

Presentation:

__________________________

Vegetti


Week 11: Thursday, March 29th
	Topics:

Sophists:

      Protagoras

     Gorgias

     Antiphon

     Critias

     “Dissoi Logoi”

     “Anonymus Iamblichi”


	Readings:

McKirahan, 353–413

Long (Woodruff, Caizzi), 290–331

Hegel, 350–84
ERES, Gorgias’ Encomium of Helen (5) + Defence of Palamedes (8) + Anonymus Iamblichi (6) + Dissoi Logoi (14)


	Assignments:

168 pages of reading

Presentations:

__________________________

Woodruff or Caizzi

__________________________

Hegel




EASTER BREAK

Week 12: Thursday, April 12th
	Topic:

Socrates and Sophists:


	Readings:

Plato: 

Protagoras (60) 
Gorgias (112)

Euthydemus (63)
Republic, Book 1 (35)


	Assignments:    
Term Paper Due
~270 pages of reading


Week 13: Thursday, April 19th
	Topic:

Socrates:

     Aristophanes

     Xenophon

     Plato
	Readings:

Aristophanes: Clouds (Reeve, 88–176)
Xenophon: Socrates’ Defense to the Jury (Reeve, 177–84) (or, ERES, Socrates’ Defence)
Plato: Apology (Reeve, 26–61)
(ERES, Socrates)


	Assignments:

131 pages of reading


Week 14: Thursday, April 26th
	Topics:

Tragedians:

     Euripides

     “Aeschylus” 

     Sophocles 


	Readings:

Hippolytus (Grene & Lattimore, 237–95)

Prometheus Bound (Grene & Lattimore, 65–106)

Oidipous Tyrannos (Grene & Lattimore, 111–76)

Miller, email (approx. 20)

	Assignments:

183 pages of reading


Comprehensive Final Exam: 05.03.07, 11am–1pm 
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