Reading Response Guide

Rates & Probabilities
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Readings
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
         Demography, Chapter 2

       Smith, H., S. P. Morgan, and T. Koropeckyj-Cox. 1996. “A Decomposition of Trends in the Nonmarital Fertility Ratios of Blacks and Whites in the United States, 1960-1992.”Demography 33(2):141-151. 
Don’t panic about the Smith et al. reading. Just try to get a feel for what they’re doing, based on what you’ve learned about decomposition from Chapter 2 of Preston.

Question 1

I think all you need for this question is on page 12 of Preston. North Carolina’s population was 8.0 million in 2000, and 9.5 in 2010.

A. What is the mean annualized growth rate of the state population?
B. If the growth rate remains constant, when will it reach 16 million?
Question 2
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Calculate the CDRs and the ASMRs for countries A and B.

	Country A
	Country B

	Age group
	Mid-year pop
	Deaths
	
	
	Age group
	Mid-year pop
	Deaths
	
	

	0
	500
	50
	
	
	0
	900
	110
	
	

	1
	600
	30
	
	
	1
	900
	55
	
	

	2
	700
	70
	
	
	2
	900
	117
	
	

	3
	800
	240
	
	
	3
	900
	270
	
	

	4-5
	900
	450
	
	
	4-5
	900
	480
	
	


Question 3
Are the crude death rates misleading? Why?
Question 4
What would country B’s CDR be if it had the age distribution of country A. What is this alternate CDR called?
