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Education

   Ph.D. Cognitive Psychology
UNC-Chapel Hill

   anticipated Spring 2007
   proposal approved, experiments begun

   M.A., Cognitive Psychology
UNC-Chapel Hill

   Spring 2003

   B.S., Psychology, Minor: Philosophy
 Northwest Missouri State University
   Spring 2000, Magna Cum Laude
 Maryville, MO

   Study Abroad
 Imperial College, London England

   Fall 1998

Research Experience

 Dissertation Focus, Parvocellular and Magnocellular contributions to reflexive attention

 Dissertation Committee Chair: Joe Hopfinger
Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of North Carolina at Chapel  Hill. August  2001 – present.

  Focus of Research:

Exploring the relationship between visual salience and attentional 

      capture using event-related potentials (ERPs) and functional         




      magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI)

Master’s Thesis: Neural Signatures of Attentional Control and Capture (Advisor: Joe Hopfinger, UNC-Chapel Hill), 2001-2003

Focus of Research:
         Using ERPs to assess attentional capture under different


         attentional control settings (ACS). Published in Journal of




Cognitive Neuroscience, September 2005

Haptic Discrimination     (Slater Newman, North Carolina State U), 2000-2001

 Focus of Research:           Haptic discrimination within Braille and Fishburne alphabets

Independent Study

      (Douglas Dunham, Northwest Missouri State), 1999-2000

Focus of Research:            Information processing in survivors of trauma

Research Assistant          (Dr. Alexander Mamourian, Dartmouth Hitchcock Med. Center,  


         Lebanon, NH), Summer 1998


Focus of Research:           Thalamic volume of patients with Mesial Temporal Sclerosis

Publications/Presentations

Hopfinger, J.B & Ries, A.J. (2006). Attentional capture using multiple levels of

stimulus salience. (Manuscript in progress).

Ries, A.J. & Hopfinger, J.B. (2006). Salience-driven based biased competition steers the focus of attention (Manuscript in progress).

Edwards, C., Dunham, D., Barnett, J. & Ries, A. (2006). Symptoms of traumatic stress and substance use in a non-clinical sample of young adults. Addictive Behaviors: reference # Addictbeh-D-05-00152. 
     Hopfinger, J.B & Ries, A.J. (2005). Automatic versus Contingent Mechanisms of 

Sensory-Driven Neural Biasing and Reflexive Attention . Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 17, 1341-1352.
Ries, A.J. & Hopfinger, J.B. (Apr, 2004). Attentional capture across multiple levels of stimulus salience. Poster Presented at Cognitive Neuroscience  Society, San Francisco, CA
Ries, A.J. & Hopfinger, J.B. (Apr, 2003). Capacity limitations of reflexive attentional control settings. Talk given at Cognitive Neuroscience Society, New York, NY.

Hopfinger, J.B. & Ries, A.J. ( Apr, 2003). Electophysiological evidence for contingent and non-contingent attentional capture. Poster presented at Cognitive Neuroscience  Society, New York, NY

     Ries, A.J. & Hopfinger, J.B. (Feb, 2003). Automatic and Contingent Involuntary Orienting Measured with ERPs” Poster presented at North Carolina Cognition  
     Group, Duke University    

     Hopfinger, J. B. & Ries, A. J. (2002, November). Automatic modulation of extrastriate visual processing by reflexive attention across different attentional 

     control settings. Society for Neuroscience, Orlando, FL

Awards Received

    Baughman Dissertation Proposal Award $750
UNC-Chapel Hill, Spring 2006
 
    Research Travel Grant, $500
Awarded by Cognitive Neuroscience Society
 (2003)

    Undergraduate Research Grant, $500
Northwest Missouri State University

awarded by the Dean of Education and Human Services

Relevant Graduate Coursework

3 Semesters of Statistics (Regression, ANOVA, Multivariate)

3 Cognitive Seminars (Advanced topics in Cognitive Neuroscience)

Advanced Research Methods

Methods in Cognitive Neuroscience (EEG/ERPs)   

Methods in Cognitive Neuroscience (fMRI) 

Neuropsychology  

Teaching Experience

Fall 2006: Teaching Assistant, Research Methods in Psychology

Spring 2006: Teaching Assistant, Research Methods in Psychology
Fall 2005: Teaching Assistant, Research Methods in Psychology
Summer 2005: Teaching Fellow: Cognitive Psychology

Spring 2005: Teaching Assistant, Statistics

Spring 2004: Teaching Assistant, Statistics

Fall 2003: Teaching Fellow: Cognitive Psychology

Summer 2003: Teaching Assistant, Statistics 

2001-2002: Teaching Assistant, Cognitive Psychology (2 semesters)
Computer Skills

    BESA 
    SPSS

    SAS

    ERPSS

    SPM

    Presentation

    Adobe Photoshop

    Adobe Illustrator

Employment

HumanCentric Technologies                  Cary, NC

July 2000-July 2001 

Duties:
Provide methodology for Human Factor experiments 


User interface design 


Usability testing

Construction/Manufacturing                   Scribner, NE    

Summers 1993-1998  
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