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On Thursday, October 9, 2009, our Econ 101H class will take the form of a “town hall meeting” on proposed 
reforms to health care policy.  Your instructor will play the role of a Congressman who is convening the 
meeting to hear your views.  
 
The purpose of our session is to apply course concepts to an important public policy issue.  We are not 
interested in repeating the kinds of rhetoric that occurred this past August at actual town hall meetings. We 
are interested in rational discussion that focuses on the costs and benefits of proposed policy changes. 
 
I had hoped when I planned this session that Congress would by now have produced a single set of proposals 
and that our discussion could focus on these.  Congress is still weeks away from passing a bill and many 
conflicting proposals are still on the table.  So, we need a strategy to help us focus and to keep our town hall 
meeting sufficiently organized that we can learn from it. 
 
Our Meeting Will Have Four Parts.   
1. Costs and Benefits of Health Care Co-ops. 
2. Costs and Benefits of the Public Option 
3. Costs and Benefits of Insurance Mandates. 
4. What is the View of Econ 101H Students as to Health Care Reform. 
 
While all students will be invited to comment on all issues, we will take Adam Smith’s advice and create 
some specialized interest. 
 
If your last name begins with A through D, you are expected to specialize in the Health Care Co-ops. 
If your last name begins with H through L, you are expected to specialize in the Public Option. 
If your last name begins with M through Z, you are expected to specialize in Insurance Mandates. 
 
 
What Students Should Do To Prepare  
All students should use the resources on the following page to obtain an overview of currently proposed 
legislation.  In addition, students should use the resources about their specialized area of interest.  Everyone 
should come to class on Thursday with views about what the key problems are in their areas of interest and a 
clear understanding of the costs and benefits of various proposals.  All students are welcome to find and cite 
sources other than those listed on the following resource pages.  When they do, they should provide Michael 
Salemi with a citation so that he can put all of the resources up on the class web page. 
 
What We Will Do In Class 
We will divide the class into four parts.  In each of the first three parts, we will take testimony from students 
on their views.  In the last part, we will try to pull together the class view on which proposals for reform 
should be adopted and which should not.  We will also try to develop a class view on the economics of health 
care reform. 
 
A Work of Thanks 
 
Thomas Price assembled the resource list on the following pages and I am most grateful. 
 
  



 



 


