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Pat of all Trades
Don’t call her Professor Curtin.  Don’t even think about Doctor Curtin.  It’s Pat, plain and simple.  But that’s where the plain and simple ends.  

She hasn’t always been a public relations associate professor at the University.  In fact, she has spent most of her life in other professions.

“You name it, I’ve done it,” Curtin says with a smile curling at the corners of her mouth.
She has been everything from a stay-at-home mom to a sausage saleswoman at Hickory Farms.  She even sold shoes to put her way through her undergraduate studies at Earlham College in Indiana.  

If Pat could describe herself in one word, it would be “curious,” but I would better describe her as “spirited.”

Pat is a 47-year-old Jack-of-all-trades with more spunk than most 30 year olds.  Her liveliness is contagious, and she realizes the importance of a high energy level.  

“Whatever energy level I bring into the classroom brings a big difference,” Pat said.  “It’s what makes the class go.”
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She values making a difference in the lives of her students.

“I don’t care if you like me; you can hate me,” Pat said.  “I care if you learn something.”

Her most rewarding teaching experiences are when she hears back from old students years down the road and the “ah-ha” moments her students experience while in the classroom.

After she retires, she would like to teach at a school like the one she grew up going to in a small town in New Jersey.  She would rather teach than spend most of her time generating research results.

She would also like to travel.

Pat said, “My kids are grown, I’m out of here, I’ve got places to go… you know!”

The secret source of her vigor might be found in a jet black drink.  She won’t leave the house until she is adequately fueled by her first dose of coffee, and once she gets to the office it’s time for her second dose.

“I am truly an addict,” she confesses.
But whatever the source of her energy, her students love her as much as she loves teaching.  
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It is clear by the sparkle in her eye that Pat has found a job she loves as much as it loves her.  

“Let’s hope she stays a long time,” junior Sarah Batchelor says.  “I hope we have more staying power than those dogs she used to show.” 
-end-

