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Alumni using training in nontraditional ways

By Joan Solsman

The School's alumni are among the
best in the business. One can follow
the trail of sraduates from e sieps of
Floswel Hall, and now Cermall Hall, to
Tiee Newr Yok Tirmes, 640 Miniies 1
The smithsonian Institution  and
Sparts Mustraied, o name a few
promipent media outlets where alum-
ni have succeeded. And today Carroll
Llad] Tueenns welth students” amibition Lo
enter [he competitive world of — fal.
ric designd

"Yeu, s true. Jouroalisim even gers
voul a job In fabric design,” suys alum-
ia Christy Mol Rollins, And stand-
up comedy, And investment hanking.
And late-night television,

Many Schonl alumni apply their
degrees to carcers from Wall Streer 1o
Yankee Stadinm. They credit the
School with helping them succeed in
diverse ways,

Rolling, o designer of multipurpose
and window Eabrics, says comimuni-
cation skills are o valuable supple-
ment i other trainiog. The 1969
Caroling graduare Iater carned a
depree in fahric design, but her jour-
nalisme-mass communicatinon back-
ground strengthons her presentalions
and sales marerials,

Luchina Fisher, a 1908 aluvmna,
spent a year In Bnpgland smdying film
and television after writing for People
magazine and severid pewspapers.
Moy she is a documentary filmmaker
whose  projects  include an A&E
Fiography  episode aboor Gladys
Enight. Fisher knows her journalism
et seds hee apaet from other pro-
Fessionals in her ficld.

"You e see the diflerence between
thase trnined os joucnalises and thoso
that aren’t,” she sayvs, Aanoog o dif-
ferences, she cites a respeer for ethics,
accucy and good writiog,

Tom Ward aproes, Ward s a 1977
school prduate who s oow senior
managing dircctor af Bear Stewrms &
Company, the seventh-largest broker-
e licm i the United Seates, He
carned a master’s depree in business
wedministration o prepare for Wall
Strecd, bul he agrees with Fisher that
his jourpalism raiping distinguishes
hirm from his poers.

"I alse allews me o communicate
better than some of my more quanti-
ative bredhren, and anvihiog yvou can
do better in this very compoetitive
world is helpful,” Wied says,

Somme alumni, such as 1995 graduate
Dowg Bebar, iotended o become
journalists  but  translated their
degrees o niches beder suifed 1o
their passions, Although Behar's goal
wats o work as a spocts writer, he
found he didn'® like the reporter-ath-
lete relationship. He ended wp as
assistante divectnr of stadium apera-
tions [oe the Mew York Yankees, wherne
he applies his communicarion skills
o negotiste agrecments with labor
LInicns,

Other alumpd kEnew all along that
thete Turoees Toy owtside journalism
and mass communication.

Molly Putman, o 2000 graduaic,
believed the School would help her
develop versatlle skills har could
apply to many Helds.

I have  alse foumd  that  the
I-Schpols reputation as being one of
the Best jourmaliso schools in the
country extends far beyond the jouwr-
nalism community.” says Puliman,
oy an investment banking analysl in
Atlamin.

Mhalo cowteay of Liclina Fibar

Rabecco Michalmon, lef, sxeouiive producer of o bicgrophy about Gladys Kmight, stends
et to Knight and 1988 olumna Luchina Fisher, writer and predvcer of the decumanionyg,

Alumone Woenne Dovis alvays wantcd
Lo act, but the 19885 graduate studied
in the School's advertising seguence
at the request of her paronts, Alier
eraduation, Mew York Cily lured her
with adwvertising and sales jobs, but
she returned w stand-up comedy and
acting,

"Being an acltor and & journalist
have one major thing i common:

communicating.” Davis says. "Tou
both communicate @ an audience,
only as an actor it is with someone
else's words, As o comedian, you're
adding some punch lines.”

Like Davis, 2002 alumna Lindsay
Shookus found hersell in New York
Citv soon after graduation. She works
At Sateerdeay Night Live s an assistant
producer, When she delved into job

interviews after graduation, she dis-
covered that the School had given her
knowledge and confidence she harely
realized she had,

*1 interviewed Tor an ad position,”
Shookus savs, *1 don't know why — 1
knew thot's nol what [ wanged to do —
but they were really impressed with
some of the terminology T osed, And 1
thought, "What? Thats just normal.
Because ics whats. normal ac ihe
[-Schonl, But that's not what's normal
evierywhere.”

[hough their careers range from
linance o filmomking, these alumni
Iinld something in commoen. They all
Laweed omie lessan ol the Schoal above
all others. Of course, it happens o be
the lessonm met with  the loud-
est whines and proans from many
students,

"Tiean Cole ance pave me an F only
because | misspelled & persons name
in & story for his editorial closs,” Ward
recnembers, " The point was made. I'm
mote aware of how muoch the lide
things matger."”

He's not alone,

“[-53, I'Il never forget it,” Fisher
says. *We all hated it at the time, bt
the attention to details and facis
those are crucisl, [ earey thag with me
Toul Ay

fnetw Solsmcn (s q jurrior in the
rrewess-pelitorial seoguerice,

Semonche’s knowledge, experience support
School’s mission of research, education

By Tess Hussey

Librarian, teacher, Woh doeveloper,
class speaker, mentorn, art collector
and owner of maore than 400 cook
books, Barbara Semonche wears many
Eiats.

semonche has been the School’s
library director since Janwary 1980,
bur her relationship with the School
goes back a little further than that, She
met Dean Richard Cole during the
19B0s and began consulting with the
School about developing a library for
news research, Befove then, the School
Bl o reading room in Howell Hall
with a small collection of research
materials.  When o Dorothy “Tiot”
Choate, the reading room msanager,
retired in December 1989, Semonche
jrined the Schaool’s stall full 1ime, Then
in 15, when the School moved intn
its nesw home  in Cacrall  Lall,
Semonche versow the move of the
librarys  collection  into the Park
Libsrary,

semonche said her role as librarian
i5 o support the Schools mission ol
research and education. She's respon-
siltle For maintaining the Park Library's
colleetions il adding new materials,
This means continuously cataloging
books, multimedia materials and seri-
als, and making sure they are easily
ivatilabale g0 soodends, Faculty and stafl
members, and visitors. She also leach-
s students and Fculty members
about new services offered in the
libarary,

It’s a big joh, and Semonche is the
Birst v aclmit she couldn’t do i alone,
She credits the Park Librarys pare-
Rire stall of three Park Fellows and the
Schools computer services staff, Ted
by Fred Thomsen, for helping ber keep

things  run-
ning smoadl-
Iv. She also
ackmawl-
eolged the
help of Terry
Hill, whao
nversees the
rvul timedin
ronm and
Lapre-dubbing
starian,

1. can't
emphasize
how  impor-
tant those
poople are in
helping me" Semonche said,

Semaonche said the best pant ol her
joh is helping a stvdent and hearing
lirm or ber say "Ahb, that'’s the way yvou
do it,” She added thae it's especially
rewarding whoen students call or e-
mail ber afier graduaiion (o ask for
help with a rescarch project.

[ scdedition to here job as the School's
librarianm, Semonche is the fTounder
and lisg owner of NewsLib, an interns
tiesrial muailing List on the Internet for
newes libmrians and researchers, Inothe
L0 years since MewsLib was launched,
this resource Tor pews esearch has
ppined 1,850 members and  has
expranded w include 30 cowntries.

If that i=n’t enough, she is also oo
menfor Lo |i|||':_1|:.-' and mlormaltion
studdits,

*This semesier, 'm menoring wo
griad stodends leom UNC-Chapel Hll
Schoel of Library and Information
Scicnee,” she soid, “Cne is doiog an
independent study with me; the other
is volunteering o develop o puide 1o
ot library's husiness databases.”

Born and raised in lows, Semonche

Borbora Semonche.,

received o bachelors degree in specch
pathology from the University of lows
im 1956, Tn 1962 she moved Lo Maorth
Carolina, 5he earned o master's degree
im special  education from URNC-
Chiapel Hill in 1967, and nine years
later she added a masters of library
seience fram the University's Sclhiool of
Infermation and Libeey Science. She
then worked for 13 vears as news
librarian foc e Herald-5un in
Trurkam before joining the School,

Semonche and her hushand, John, 3
history professor at UMC-Clapel Hill,
recently celebrated theic 40h wedding
anniversary. she said they like 1o col-
lect arl — prinis, ails, lapesiries ancd
seulpture, She also lkes to visin light-
bouses avownd the countey amd has
seen several on the coasts ol North
Carcling and Mainc and on the West
Covasl, Remonche said she also loves (o
reqd cookbooks she owns mone
i1hiuen 400,

Semonche has one davghoer, Laara
Sempnche Jones, wha lves with her
hsslrand. Boly, in Charlottesville, Va.

ahe said her davghter received e
low degree Trom UNC-Chapel 16l
“and is admitted o practice law in
Georgia,  Virginia  and  the  1L5.
Suprermie Conrt.”

Somonche zaid her manten or nesws
reseacch 05 a quote by syndicated
colummnist Ellen Goodman: "o jour-
nalism there has always been a ten-
sion hetween getting it frse and get-
ting it right.” It's an important idea for
jl:ll_ll'lli_1|i‘¢i|_h"|'. 5ru:|1r|||;3 .'I.|'||:_:| il_rl_llrl.'l“:i:l'l'l
cducators o remembern, and
Semuonche is helping pass it along (o i
new gencration of students in the
Sehonl,

Piess Huasey 15 o seniori [l
fiegs Hussey s a sendnrin i
pubile velatlons sequence,



