Phil. 111-005: Term Paper

Your paper should be typed in 12-point font, double spaced, with normal margins. The length of your paper will depend on your topic, but I'm expecting that most will be about 3 pages long.

ASSIGNMENT:

At it's most basic, your assignment is to provide an original assessment of an argument. Specifically, you will either need to raise an original objection to an argument, or provide an original defense of an argument.

To get a feel for what I am expecting, I have listed some example paper topics below. You do not need to choose from this list. (As I mentioned in class, you might assess an argument put forth by a politician.)

As you will see from the examples below, each paper should have a "set-up" section where you discuss the argument (and any objections) that you are assessing, followed by your original assessment. (Regardless of the argument you choose to write on, you will need to include a "set-up" section, rather than simply launching in to your own original contribution.)

EXAMPLE 1. G.E. Moore's "Refutation of Skepticism"

In class, we looked at G. E. Moore's attempt to respond to Cartesian skepticism. The standard objection to Moore (that many of you raised in our class discussion) is that he is simply missing the point of the skeptic's argument (and perhaps even "begging the question" against the skeptic.) After showing a clip from the Godfather, I attempted to defend Moore's argument against this  standard objection.

Your task in this option is to:  

Take and defend a stand on my defense of Moore.

To do this option well, you must:

(a)
Explain in your own words the skeptical argument to which Moore is responding.

(b) 
Explain in your own words Moore's response. 

(c) 
Explain in your own words the standard objection to Moore's argument. (You need to explain why it seems, at least initially, as if Moore has missed the point.)

(d) 
Explain in your own words my defense of Moore against this objection.

(e) 
Assess my defense of Moore. If, after my attempted defense, you still think that Moore missed the point, explain why. If not, explain why you find my response successful.

EXAMPLE 2. The Ontological Argument
The Ontological Argument begins with a certain definition of "God" and then attempts to show that, on pain of contradiction, such a God must exist. Gaunilo raised a number of objections to Anselm's version of the Ontological Argument. In class, I focused on the most famous of these objections, labelling it simply "Gaunilo's Objection".

Your task in this option is to:

Take and defend a stand on whether a proponent of the Ontological Argument can successfully respond to "Gaunilo's Objection".

To do this option well, you must:

(a)
Explain the Ontological Argument.

(b)
Explain "Gaunilo's Objection" to the Ontological Argument.

(c)
Offer a response to "Gaunilo's Objection". (Regardless of whether you think this response is ultimately successful, you need to describe a possible response that a proponent of the Ontological Argument might give.)

(d)
Assess this response. Explain why you think this response either succeeds or fails to overcome "Gaunilo's Objection".

EXAMPLE 3. The First Cause Argument

The "First Cause" argument (a version of the Cosmological Argument) attempts to establish that the universe must have had a "first cause". But, as we saw, this argument is subject to a number of objections.

Your task in this option is to:

Defend the First Cause argument against an objection.

To do this option well, you must:

(a) 
Explain in your own words the First Cause argument.

(b) 
Explain in your own words a serious objection to the First Cause argument. 

(c) 
Respond to this objection on behalf of a proponent of the First Cause argument.

EXAMPLE 4. The Design Argument

According to the Design Argument, the best explanation for the complex harmony that we find in the world is that it is the result of the handiwork of a designer. Chief examples of the complex harmony that proponents of the argument have used are biological systems (humans, hearts, plants, etc.) One persuasive way to make the case is to appeal to an analogy with things like watches. In class I briefly mentioned a way of questioning this analogy, which we can call the "Reproduction Objection". A significant difference between watches and biological systems is that biological systems are the product of biological reproduction while watches are manufactured.

Your task in this option is to:

Take and defend a stand on whether a proponent of the Design Argument can successfully respond to the "Reproduction Objection".

To do this option well, you must:

(a)
Using the watch analogy, explain in your own words the Design Argument.

(b)
Explain in your own words the "Reproduction Objection". (Show how the difference between watches and biological systems mentioned above seems to undermine the persuasiveness of the argument.)

(c)
Offer a response to the Reproduction Objection. (Regardless of whether you think this response is ultimately successful, you need to describe a possible response that a proponent of the Design Argument might give.)

(d)
Assess this response. Explain why you think this response either succeeds or fails to overcome the Reproduction Objection.

EXAMPLE 5. The Problem of Evil

In class, we looked at a variety of different possible responses to the Problem of Evil. Each response met with a number of objections.

Your task in this option is to:

Defend a response to the Problem of Evil.

To do this option well, you must:

(a)
Explain in your own words the Problem of Evil.

(b)
Explain in your own words one response to the Problem of Evil. (This could be one of the responses we looked at in class, or, if you are so inclined, it could be an original response to the PoE.)

(c)
Explain in your own words one objection to this response.

(d)
Defend the response against the objection.

GOOD LUCK!

