Ferdinand Tonnies - Gemeinschaft & Gesellschaft

Two kinds of will

· Essential Will: an underlying, organic, or instinctive force

· An actor will see him- or herself as a means to serve the goals of a social group.

· This is very often characterized as an underlying, subconscious force.

· Arbitrary Will: a deliberative, purposive, and future (goal) oriented force; rational calculation.

· An actor sees a social group as a means to further his or her individual goals.

This leads to two forms of social groups

· Gemeinschaft (community)

· Forms around essential will
· Held together by “folkways”, values, and religion.

· More subjective in nature. Gemeinschaft exists by the subjective will of the members and is based on shared feeling.

· Gemeinschaft is an end in and of itself.

· Examples are family and neighborhood; pre-industrial communities.

· “The very existence of Gemeinschaft rests in the consciousness of belonging together and the affirmation of the condition of mutual dependence” (Tonnies 1925: 69)

· Gesellschaft (society)

· Forms around arbitrary will
· Sustained by some instrumental goal or definite end

· Held together by convention and agreement; safeguarded by legislation or formal rules; justified by public opinion or consensus.

· An objective society or association unified based on common traits and activities.  

· Gesellschaft is a means to an end.

· Examples are city and state.
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