Supporting Documentation for Website

Design Decisions

I had two important goals in mind when I created this website.  My most important goal was to create a professional, but intimate website.  I wanted to create a site that everyone, potential employers, family, and friends, could enjoy.  For example, I chose to make the site very professional, but I used Comic Sans font in the titles to make it more friendly and personal.  Another important goal I had was to create a consistent website.  There were a lot of cool things I wanted to include in my site, but I chose not to because it would have detracted from the consistent appearance of my site. 

Tools Used    

The main tool I used to create my website was Dreamweaver.  I mostly just pointed and clicked and used wizards to create the pages, but I did do some hand coding as well, especially in complicated areas.  For example, I hand coded the frames and the links for the photos in photo albums because it was easier then trying to get Dreamweaver to create these things for me.

Target Audience

The target audience for my website is basically everyone.  As I said above, I wanted to create a site for both potential employers and family/friends.  I want my site to help me get a job, but I also want to be able look at it with my friends and have a good laugh.      Also, I’d like other students who view my site to be able to learn from it as well. 

Purpose

The purpose of my website is to be something that I will use in the future.  I’ve created a personal website before, but I never looked at it after I created it.  I plan to use this website to get a job and as something to look at and laugh about with my family and friends.

Major Problems

I had only one major reoccurring problem with my website—links.  And I don’t know why, but my website has a lot of links.  I first ran into a problem trying to link specific pages to the to frame pages.  When I would click on a link in a frame, it would open up a new frame.  Thus, I had a frame within a frame within a frame….yeah, one complicated mess.  I finally just coded the frames by hand to solve this problem.  Then, I made a photo album and I don’t know why, but Dreamweaver automatically titled the page with all the little thumbnail images “index.html.”  That was fine until I went to my site and saw that my homepage had been replaced.  Solving this problem was a little difficult, however.  I had to go into photo album page of each image and change the link to the page that I wanted.  This took some time, but solved the problem.

Strengths and Weaknesses

I think the major strength of my site is its professionalism.  Everything is very consistent and visually appealing.  However, the site’s “clean cut” appearance might make it appear too simple, which I think is a weakness of the site.  Another possible weakness is that while there is some animation in the site, there’s not any Flash or movies, which might make the site less impressive than other websites that have these things.   

