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Meeker is Raleigh’s Most Responsible Choice

 “Better, not just bigger,” these are the words that mayoral candidate Charles Meeker has been living by for the last several months.  Charles Meeker, a 51-year-old lawyer who specializes in municipal government issues, seems to utter this phrase every chance he gets in order to guarantee that Raleigh voters know the focus of his campaign.  Meeker shows great promise in his plans for a city that has been plagued in recent years by development disputes and concerns about unfavorable suburban sprawl.  

Meeker’s main goal, if he becomes mayor, is to help Raleigh grow and expand more responsibly.  He is calling for more citizen participation and the City Council’s strict abidance by the already-established land-use plans in Raleigh.

Meeker and his opponent, incumbent Mayor Paul Coble, a 47-year-old insurance broker, have consistently butted heads on several issues from growth to taxes.  Meeker has the ability and knowledge to serve Raleigh well and breath new life into a quickly growing community.  

Meeker has served on the Raleigh City Council for a total of eight years and, contrary to Coble’s accusations, has a strong reputation for looking out for Raleigh’s citizens.  In a campaign commercial Coble falsely claims that Meeker voted several times to raise taxes.  What Coble failed to mention, was that the tax increases were all unanimously passed by the Council and that Meeker in fact voted to cut taxes twice in later years.  

Along with stable growth and minimal taxes, Meeker is a strong supporter of his community’s voice.  In a statement responding to questions from the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce Meeker writes, “I will listen to Raleigh's citizens, and be open to all concerns and ideas.”  Meeker also outlines his commitment to support a new triangle rail system that will ease traffic and slow the abundance of pollution that plagues Raleigh, without adding and widening roads.  Coble did not even respond to the issues on the questionnaire.  A third candidate however, Joel Cornette, a 44-year-old IBM executive, responded to the questions with views similar to Meeker’s.  Cornette has spent little money on his campaign, but allegedly has a campaign web site.  Prior to press time the web site had never actually been located and for all practical purposes, the election is seen as having two main candidates. 

In addition to Meeker’s positive outlook for the future of Raleigh’s development, he is also opposed to development in the Falls Lake watershed, warning that the change could present problems with the supply of the city’s drinking water.  Coble claims simply that the water supply would not be a problem for Raleigh.


Meeker has participated in the Raleigh race for mayor two times already, and narrowly lost his chance to compete in the runoff election with Coble in 1999. There’s something to be said about someone who will run in an election after two prior losses.  Ask yourself, if Charles Meeker will run in the same election three times, how could he not be fixated on the best interest of the community?

