POLI 238 002

CONTEMPORARY LATIN AMERICAN POLITICS

FALL 2006

MWF 10:00-10:50 AM

GA 210
Instructor: Yong Kyun Kim

HM 303

962-0412

ykkim@email.unc.edu

Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 2:00-3:30 PM (Other times by appointment)
Course Description

This is an introduction to the study of contemporary Latin American politics. The major questions that we seek to answer over the course are: 1) why have democracy and economic development been so difficult to accomplish in the region? (and why more so in some than in others?); and 2) what are the challenges that face the countries in the region today?

The course is divided into three parts. The first part examines the stylized development patterns that reflect economic and political experiences of relatively advanced nations in Latin America, i.e., Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Uruguay. This will help us understand the nature of the common challenges facing them and their (by and large unsuccessful) responses during the past century. For case studies, we will take a closer look at Argentina and Brazil.

The second part of the course looks at some interesting variations among our cases. Despite their similar historical legacies and traditions, the countries of the region still developed very different political systems after World War II. Some countries became democratic while others did not; some countries remained stable while others did not; and some societies installed revolutionary regimes successfully, while others did not. Specifically, we will examine Chile as a case of democratic breakdown, Cuba as a successful revolution, Mexico as an unusually stable regime, and Venezuela as a democracy at peril in recent years.

The last part of the course focuses on the two most salient trends (and their interactions) in the region today: democratization and globalization. To what extent have the countries in the region become more democratic and to what extent do globalization and market reforms lead to stable growth and social order?

Organization and Requirements

The course will meet three times a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. The requirements for the course are first and foremost regular class attendance, reading of the assigned materials, and active participation in class discussions.

1) Pop quizzes (attendance and preparation; 5%): There will be unannounced pop quizzes with questions about the readings assigned for that day. Missing FOUR or more pop quizzes without PRIOR and VALID excuse will mean that you FAIL the course, REGARDLESS of the grades you get for the rest of your work. There will be no makeup for quizzes. For a missing quiz with prior and valid excuse, you will simply get the average score of the rest of the quizzes.

2) Discussions and written assignments (nine; each 4%): There will be nine discussion sessions throughout the semester. This class activity constitutes an essential part of the course as reflected in the share of total grade (36%). Active participation and completion of a written assignment (one-page long for each session) will be required.
3) Paper (10%): You will be required to write a short (3-4 pages) analytic paper exploring themes in the lecture and video on Mexico (Week 9; Oct 16-18). The paper should be analytic rather than descriptive. It is due October 25.

4) News article presentation (4%): To relate class discussions with current events in Latin America every student will do a news article presentation at the beginning of class. Students will sign up for their presentation during the second week; will choose a news article reporting a recent (within months) political or economic event; and should post the URL of the article on “Discussion Board” of Blackboard at least a day before the presentation so that others can read the news article ahead of time. The presentation should be brief (no more than 4 minutes) and as relevant to the topics of the week as possible. Some best article presentations that deal with interesting and relevant topics with some background information will be on midterm or final exams. 

5) Midterms (two; each 12%) and Final (21%): There will be two midterm (Oct 2 and Oct 30) and a final (Dec 11; 8 AM) exams. The exams will contain multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions. While multiple-choice and short-answer questions focus on lectures, readings, and discussions until that date, essay questions of the final will be cumulative. No make-up tests will be given unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor, or proof of a medical visit or excuse from the Dean of Students is given to the instructor.
Grading

Grade Breakdown

Midterm 1 (Oct 2)



12%
Paper (due Oct 25)



10%

Midterm 2 (Oct 30)



12%

Discussions and written assignments

36%

Pop quizzes (attendance & preparation)
5%

News article presentation


4%

Final (Dec 11; 8 AM)



21%

TOTAL





100%

Grading Scale

91.5 ~

=  A

89.5 ~ 91.49
=  A-

87.5 ~ 89.49
=  B+

81.5 ~ 87.49
=  B

79.5 ~ 81.49
=  B-

77.5 ~ 79.49
=  C+

71.5 ~ 77.49
=  C

69.5 ~ 71.49
=  C-

67.5 ~ 69.49
=  D+

59.5 ~ 67.49
=  D

        ~ 59.49
=  F

Readings

Skidmore, Thomas E. and Peter H. Smith. 2005. Modern Latin America. 6th ed. New York: Oxford University Press (Skidmore & Smith, henceforth).

Other readings are available through e-journals and the URLs are provided below.

Class Schedule

WEEK 1
INTRODUCTION

AUG 23 (W)
Introduction

AUG 25 (F)
From Conquest to Independence

· Skidmore & Smith. 1-41.

PART ONE
BROAD PATTERNS OF DEVELOPMENT (WEEKS 2-6)

WEEK 2
POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT: AN OVERVIEW

AUG 28 (M)
Theories of Development in Latin America

· Valenzuela & Valenzuela. 1978. “Modernization and Dependency.” Comparative Politics 10/4: 535-557.
(http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0010-4159%28197807%2910%3A4%3C535%3AMADAPI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-7)
AUG 30 (W)
Broad Patterns of Change in Latin America

· Skidmore & Smith. 42-68.

WEEK 3
EX-IM GROWTH AND ISI, 1880-1960s
SEP 1 (F)
Export-Import Growth
· (Re-read) Skidmore & Smith. 42-55.

SEP 6 (W)
ISI and Populism

· (Read only pp. 1121-1127) Rogowski. 1987. “Political Cleavages and Changing Exposure to Trade.” American Political Science Review 81/4: 1121-1137.

(http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28198712%2981%3A4%3C1121%3APCACET%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Z)
SEP 8 (F)
Discussion 1: Free Trade, Development or Dependence

· Economist. 2001. “Grinding the Poor.” September 29, 2001.
(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=35&did=293504531&SrchMode=3&sid=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136665227&clientId=15094&aid=1)
WEEK 4
CASE STUDY 1: ARGENTINA

SEP 11 (M)
Argentina: Modernization and Early Democratization

· Skidmore & Smith. 69-108.
SEP 13 (W)
Video 1: Garden of the Forking Paths (ARG)

SEP 15 (F)
Discussion 2: Argentina, ISI, and Populism
· (Re-read) Skidmore & Smith. 69-108.
WEEK 5
STAGNATION OF ISI AND DEBT CRISIS, 1960s-1980s

SEP 18 (M)
ISI Stagnation and Bureaucratic-Authoritarian Regime
· (Re-read) Skidmore & Smith. 55-68ß.

SEP 20 (W)
IMF and Economic Stabilization

SEP 22 (F)
Discussion 3: The IMF, Blessing or Curse?

· Stiglitz. 2000. “What I Learned at the World Economic Crisis.” New Republic. April 17, 2000.

(http://weblinks3.epnet.com/citation.asp?tb=1&_ua=bt+TD++%22NRP%22+shn+1+db+afhjnh+bo+B%5F+7DB4&_ug=sid+0E26EE0F%2D85DA%2D4092%2D8C59%2D57BB45062E1B%40sessionmgr2+dbs+afh+cp+1+CC70&_us=hd+False+fcl+Aut+or+Date+frn+11+sm+ES+sl+%2D1+dstb+ES+ri+KAAACB2D00016318+3A52&_uh=btn+N+6C9C&_uso=st%5B0+%2DJN++%22New++Republic%22++and++DT++20000417+tg%5B0+%2D+mdb%5B0+%2Dimh+db%5B0+%2Dafh+op%5B0+%2D+hd+False+D7D3&fn=11&rn=14)

· Rogoff. 2003. “The IMF Strikes Back.” Foreign Policy. January/February 2003.

(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=25&did=278453671&SrchMode=3&sid=1&Fmt=4&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136495706&clientId=15094&aid=1)

WEEK 6
CASE STUDY 2: BRAZIL

SEP 25 (M)
Brazil: Debt Crisis and (Re)Democratization

· Skidmore & Smith. 139-180.

SEP 27 (W)
Video 2: Capital Sins (BRA)

SEP 29 (F)
Discussion 4: Brazil, BA, Dependent Development, and Debt Crisis
· (Re-read) Skidmore & Smith. 139-180.

OCT 2 (M)
MIDTERM 1

PART TWO
SOME VARIATIONS (WEEKS 7-10)

WEEK 7
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM: CHILE

OCT 4 (W)
Allende in Chile

· Skidmore & Smith. 109-138.

OCT 6 (F)
Discussion 5: Chile

WEEK 8
CUBA AND REVOLUTIONS

OCT 9 (M)
Cuba

· Skidmore & Smith. 296-327.

OCT 11 (W)
Video 3: Fire in the Mind (SLV & PER)

OCT 13 (F)
Discussion 6: Cuba; Nicaragua; El Salvador; Peru; Revolution

· Skidmore & Smith. 356-395.
WEEK 9
REGIME STABILITY: MEXICO

OCT 16 (M)
Mexico

· Skidmore & Smith. 254-295.

OCT 18 (W)
Video 4: The Sixth Sun: Mayan Uprising in Chiapas

WEEK 10
OLD DEMOCRACY IN PERIL: VENEZUELA

OCT 23 (M)
Venezuela

· McCoy. 1999. “Chávez and the End of “Partyarchy” in Venezuela.” Journal of Democracy 10/3: 64-77.


(http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v010/10.3mccoy.html)

OCT 25 (W)
Video 5: Chávez, Venezuela, and the New Latin America

OCT 27 (F)
Discussion 7: Venezuela

OCT 30 (M)
MIDTERM 2
PART THREE
GLOBALIZATION AND DEMOCRACY (WEEKS 11-15)

WEEK 11
DEMOCRACY AND THE MARKET

NOV 1 (W)
The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America

· Przeworski et al. 1996. “What Makes Democracies Endure?” Journal of Democracy 7/1: 39-55.

(http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v007/7.1przeworski.html)

NOV 3 (F)
Democracy and Development

· Bhagwati. 1995. “The New Thinking on Development.” Journal of Democracy 6/4: 50-64.

(http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v006/6.4bhagwati.html)

WEEK 12
TRADE INTEGRATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 1

NOV 6 (M)
Mexico and NAFTA

· Cavanagh et al. 2002. “Happily Ever NAFTA?” Foreign Policy September/October: 58-65.

(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=10&did=160005401&SrchMode=3&sid=5&Fmt=6&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136508609&clientId=15094&aid=5)

NOV 8 (W)
MNCs and the Race to the Bottom

· Drezner. 2000. “Bottom Feeders.” Foreign Policy November/December: 64-70.

(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=5&did=63984160&SrchMode=3&sid=6&Fmt=6&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136508816&clientId=15094&aid=6)

· Krugman. 1997. “In Praise of Cheap Labor.” Slate March 20, 1997.

(http://web.mit.edu/krugman/www/smokey.html)

NOV 10 (F)
Case Study: Jamaica

· Skidmore & Smith. 345-347.

WEEK 13
TRADE INTEGRATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 2

NOV 13 (M)
Video 6 (Part1): Life and Debt (JAM)

NOV 15 (W)
Video 6 (Part2): Life and Debt (JAM)
NOV 17 (F)
Discussion 8: Trade Integration and Economic Development

· Dollar & Kraay. 2002. “Spreading the Wealth.” Foreign Affairs 81/1. January/February 2002: 120-133.

(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=9&did=98465687&SrchMode=3&sid=2&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136507530&clientId=15094&aid=2)

· Rodrik. 2001. “Trading in Illusions.” Foreign Policy March/April 2001: 55-62.

(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=23&did=69244213&SrchMode=3&sid=1&Fmt=6&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136514457&clientId=15094&aid=1)

WEEK 14
CAPITAL MOBILITY AND FINANCIAL CRISIS

NOV 20 (M)
Financial Integration

· Maxfield. 2000. “Capital Mobility and Democratic Stability.” Journal of Democracy 11/4: 95-106.

(http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v011/11.4maxfield.pdf)

NOV 27 (M)
Financial Crisis 1

· (The) Economist. 1995. “Mexico Starts Again.” Vol. 336, Iss. 7929. Aug 26.

NOV 29 (W)
Financial Crisis 2

· Seitz. 2005. “The Day Argentina Hit Rock Bottom.” BBC News Dec 12.

· Blustein. 2003. “Argentina Didn’t Fall on Its Own: Wall Street Pushed Debt Till the Last.” Washington Post Aug 3.
DEC 1 (F)
Discussion 9: Developing Countries and Capital Flows

· Bhagwati. 1998. “The Capital Myth.” Foreign Affairs 77/3. May/June 1998: 7-12.

(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=61&did=28955871&SrchMode=3&sid=3&Fmt=6&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136507962&clientId=15094&aid=3)

· Edwards. 1999. “A Capital Idea?” Foreign Affairs 78/3. May/June 1999: 18-22.

(http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=2&did=40646099&SrchMode=3&sid=4&Fmt=6&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1136508186&clientId=15094&aid=4)

WEEK 15
GLOBALIZATION AND DEMOCRACY

DEC 4 (M)
Income Distribution and Poverty

· IADB. 1999. “Introduction.” In Facing up to Inequality in Latin America.

(http://www.iadb.org/res/publications/pubfiles/pubB-1998-1999_240.pdf)

DEC 6 (W)
Democracy: Survival and Setback

· Weyland. 2004. “Neoliberalism and Democracy in Latin America.” Latin American Politics and Society 46/1: 135-157.

(http://weblinks1.epnet.com/citation.asp?tb=1&_ua=bo+B%5F+shn+1+db+f5hjnh+bt+TD++%22FSZ%22+CB0D&_ug=sid+DBAF1F25%2D4751%2D4CC9%2DAB27%2D21FD518B72A4%40sessionmgr2+dbs+f5h+cp+1+78D7&_us=hd+False+fcl+Aut+or+Date+frn+1+sm+ES+sl+%2D1+dstb+ES+ri+KAAACBZD00066027+8869&_uh=btn+N+6C9C&_uso=st%5B0+%2DJN++%22Latin++American++Politics++%26++Society%22++and++DT++20040301+tg%5B0+%2D+db%5B0+%2Df5h+hd+False+op%5B0+%2D+mdb%5B0+%2Dimh+10D0&fn=1&rn=5)

DEC 11 (M) 8 AM
FINAL
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